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Rising from the pure glacial meltwaters of the Himalayas, the Ganges (Gang Ma or Great

Mother)Â flows down onto Indiaâ€™s northern plain and heads eastward into the swamplands of

Bangladesh, finally discharging a vast, 310 mile tongue of silt into the Bay of Bengal. As well as

filling wells and irrigating crops to sustain the cities and villages along its banks, it is the spiritual

lifeblood of Indiaâ€™s primary religion, Hinduism. Bathing in the Ganges remains the lifelong

ambition of many of Indiaâ€™s believing masses, who consider the river to be a living goddess.

Ganges reveals the source of the river high in the Himalayas&#151;the youngest mountain range in

the world&#151;and follows its route as it sharply incises the mountains on its journey southeast.

Along the way, we discover the Hindu story of the river's creation and how it supports the myriad

forms of life that thrive on its banks, and learn about the early exploration attempts by British

explorers. With stunning images by photographer Jon Nicholson and accompanying text, Ganges is

a true visual feast&#151;as teeming with life and color as the mighty river itself.
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"Photographer Nicholson has done an admirable job of recording the extraordinary patchwork of

people, wildlife, cityscapes and industry that colour this most revered and mystical of rivers. A

beautiful book." -- Clover Stroud Sunday Telegraph

Jon NicholsonÂ is a photographerÂ whoÂ has contributed toÂ CondÃ© Nast Traveller, Elle,

National Geographic Society, and The Sunday Times Magazine. His most recent book



isÂ Cowboys:Â A Vanishing World.
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